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instituted a reign of terror in which immense numbers of property-
owners, " bourgeois," and " intelligentsia" were shot, hanged or
driven into exile. On July 16, 1918, the Tsar, with his wife, son
and two daughters, were cruelly murdered in the basement of a house
at Ekaterinburg where they had been held prisoners since his abdication
in the previous year. The excuse offered for this brutality was that
they would otherwise have fallen into the hands of a body of Czecho-
slovakians and White Russians who were advancing from the east,
but to wipe out the Imperial Family was part of the deliberate policy
of the Revolutionaries, and the local Soviet which was immediately
responsible had no difficulty in obtaining the approval of the Central
Executive Committee in Moscow. The thrill of horror which passed
over Europe at the news of this crime was largely responsible for the
assistance given by the other nations during the next two years to the
White Russian counter-Revolutionary movement.
With the tide running against them on the West, the Germans could
no longer send relief to Turks and Bulgarians and the Allies now
renewed their attacks on both. In September and October Allenby
drove the Turks from Palestine, and pushing forwards to Aleppo and
Damascus joined hands with Lawrence, whose leadership of the Arabs,
commemorated in his own epic, had been one of the most gallant and
romantic incidents of the war. At the same time the luckless Salonica
expedition which, since the fall of Venizelos, had been an embarrassed
and unwanted guest on Greek soil, at length served a useful purpose.
Advancing from Salonica, General Guillaumat marched into Bulgaria
with an allied force of 180,000 men. The few German battalions
remaining in the country tried in vain to stir the Bulgars to resist.
They judged their case hopeless and after a last fling at the British
contingent in the Doiran defile walked back and surrendered (Sept. 30).
Tsar Ferdinand, the old fox of Central Europe, handed the throne
to his son Boris and fled from Sofia, thus ending his long career of
time-serving intrigue. By this time Austria-Hungary was in a state
of collapse, which made formalities of little importance. If she had
lost the war, her subject nations had won it, and at the last minute of
the twelfth hour she was endeavouring to come to terms with these
victorious members of her own family. During October, the Poles
proclaimed their independence at Warsaw, the Ukrainians set up their
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